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1) DIALOGUE BETWEEN SENIORS AND MILLENNIALS ON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS. Palais des Nations. 10.10. 2018

THE

On October 10, 2018, the Association of Former
International Civil Servants for Development
(Greycells) celebrated its tenth anniversary by
holding a dialogue at the Palais des Nations
between representatives of seniors and
millennials entitled: "Seniors and Millennials:
Working Together for the Global Goals”
The views of both generations were exchanged and compared: on the one hand, older
people’s experience and advice, on the other hand, youth’s future projects and hopes. What
are the views of the Millennials on the
legacy and responsibilities of the older
generation regarding the SDGs? How do
the Millennials view their own later years,
and what are their expectations? How do
seniors view the opinions they had when
they were young as compared to the
Millennials’ views? How can both young
and old generations learn and benefit from
each other in achieving the SDGs?
During the days preceding the Dialogue, thanks to state-of-the-art technology, the views,
questions and comments of the young generation on the role of seniors were gathered
through a world-wide social media campaign, organized in cooperation with the UN
Secretariat. Greycells received contributions from 54 countries.
The Dialogue was introduced by Ms. Corinne Momal-Vanian on behalf of the DirectorGeneral of the United Nations Office at Geneva, Mr. Michael Møller, and by Mr. Serge
Mimouni represented Ms. Esther Alder, President of the Department of Social Cohesion
and Solidarity of the City of Geneva. The dialogue focused on poverty, inequality and
migration; employment, retirement and professional projects; environment; gender: equal
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rights and opportunities. Mr. Jeremy Seydoux facilitated the interactive discussion with the
public.
The campaign and the dialogue had the benefit of participation by: The Seniors’ City of the
City of Geneva, the Platform of associations of senior people in Geneva, Geneva
International Model United Nations (GIMUN), Young-UN, the Parliament of Young people
in Geneva and Rotaract Geneva International.
The Dialogue was conducted in French with interpretation into English, it was followed by
a reception hosted by Grey cells, the City of Geneva and its partners, with the kind
participation of the United Nations Jazz Ensemble.
All information concerning the dialogue, including a film of the whole dialogue can be
found at the following address:
http://greycells.ch/index.php?page=articles&fonction=voir&slug=10eme-anniversaire-degreycells-dialogue-intergenerationnel-sur-les-odds-20181019043731

2) STUDY TOUR OF STUDENTS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF PEKING TO
GENEVA. 21-25 January 2019.
Greycells in collaboration with the University
of Peking and the Chinese Students and
Scholars Association in Geneva, organized a
study tour for 23 students including training
sessions and research on the United Nations
Office and specialized agencies in Geneva. Greycells held a session with the students on
« What is an international civil servant? » including the following panellists:
-Mr. Paul Rolian, Ex WTO
-Ms. Cécile Molinier, Ex UNDP
-Ms. Gesche Karrenbrock, Ex UNHCR
-Mr. René Kirszbaum, Ex ILO
-Ms. Manuela Tortora, Ex UNCTAD
Greycells was also responsible of the
closing session and ceremony where
each student presented the findings
of his research as well as the basic
learning on the study tour.
After grading the oral presentation
by students, Greycells and the
University of Peking will grade the
research papers submitted.
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3) WORKSHOPS
i. Workshop on “How to
apply to UN vacancies and
how to prepare to job
interviews”
The Workshop was led by Virginia Humud
Guerrero in collaboration with Manuela Tortora
and Cécile Molinier. The workshop was highly
appreciated by all
participants and it
was recognized as useful not only for candidates to
positions at international organisations but to any young
job-seekers in multiple sectors.
ii. Service du Travail Et Emploi (SYNI, Lausanne).
Seven workshops on “Recruiting at the UN” and similar
subjects were delivered by Virginia Humud-Guerrero
and have benefited almost 100 young students interested
in pursuing a career at the United Nations.

ii) Workshop on applying to posts in international organizations (or to any other
private or public job)

The workshop aimed at providing the participants the required understanding and skills
to enable them to maximize their interview skills and competencies for a successful
interview and recruitment process. These skills are applicable to any job application in
the international., public or private sectors.
The workshop will be divided in the 3 modules with a total of 7 hours spread over 3
days. By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
 Understand the importance of being familiar with the values, vision statement,
strategies and goals and action plans of targeted organization;
 Practice a 2’ elevator pitch
 Understand competency-based interviews (CBI);
 Identify and understand how to develop a comprehensive CV relevant to
appropriate positions;
 Conduct a competency based mock interview;
 Review and rewrite attractive motivation letters.
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The workshop is intended to be interactive with
practical applications. Approximately 15% will
have the format of lecture or presentation; 15%
will be plenary discussions; 70% will be
interactive, role playing and skills development.
The workshop was be free of charge but was
limited to 24 participants. Participants are
required to attend the 3 days of the workshop; complete pre-workshop reading and bring
along a paper copy of their most recent CV (electronic versions will not be accepted).
All relevant information on the workshop can be found at the following address:
http://greycells.ch/index.php?page=events&fonction=voir&id=36

4) FONDATION EDUKI

The collaboration with EDUKI is very dynamic
and covers a variety of fields including their
flagship activity #KidsWannaKnow to which
Greyfriends have participated according to an
agreed schedule but also by providing lastminute
interventions
when
required.
https://eduki.ch/en/activity/kidswannaknow
In the same line as previous years, Greycells contributed substantially to the 2018
Eduki Competition under the theme “Why School?”.
Greycells contributed to the drafting and the translation into German and Italian of the
main document of the competition, as well as other materials translated into Italian.
On 20 April 2018, Ms Maria Sabina Yeterian-Parisi, member of Greycells, and
Manuela Tortora took a class with 2 Italian-speaking school groups to a morning walk
around the Place des Nations to explain the United Nations objectives, the SDG’s and
who is doing what in each of UNO’s buildings.
Greycells was also requested to be part of the Jury to award prices on the “Concrete
Action”
section
of
the
competition which included a
selection of around 50 projects
submitted by schools all over
Switzerland.
Greycells
participated in such category at
the ceremony at the Palais des
Nations that took place on April
20th, 2018.
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5) DIALOGUES GREYCELLS
A Greycells Dialogue was conveyed
on the subject: What are the
challenges of a career on
international environment issues?
This Greycells Dialogue was
especially addressed to students who
are considering a career in this field,
but participants included also
interested in other developmental
issues. The Dialogue was organized and chaired by Manuela Tortora, Greycells’ VicePresident and the panellist were: Sylvie Motard, Deputy Director, UNEP, Geneva, Nicolas Bertrand, Head of Cabinet at IUCN, International Union for the Conservation
of Nature. -David Vivas Eugui, Legal Officer, Trade, Environment and Development
Branch, UNCTAD, -Elizabeth Crudgtington, Trainer and Facilitator at Bright Green
Learning -Clément Hanser, Master Student.
i.
In collaboration with Geneva
International Model United Nations
(GIMUN), Greycells organized a dialogue
on “What is an International Civil Servant?
What independence, what neutrality? It
was conceived and put together by
Manuela Tortora and moderated by Cécile
Molinier. The panellists were: John
Burley, Gesche Karrenbrock, Moritz Meier-Ewert, Yves Beigbeder and Pierre Sob.
Participants came from a variety of horizons, including GIMUN, ROTARACT and
Greyfriends.
6) UNOG’s Pre-Retirement Seminar.
Following an invitation by
UNOG’s Centre for Learning
and Multilingualism, Greycells
participated at UNOG’s 2018
Pre-Retirement
Seminar.
Manuela Tortora participated as
panellists. A Greycells stand was
installed.
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7) MENTORING ACTIVITIES
Besides their multiple activities
supporting Greycells’ agenda, Manuela
Tortora, Cécile Molinier, VirginiaHumud Guerrero, René Kirszbaum, Jean
Erhardt and Vlasta Macku and
Alejandro Bonilla Garcia are mentors of
university and master’s degree students.
Mentees have been instrumental in
spreading the word of our activities and ensuring participation at our dialogues and
workshops. There is a high demand for mentors so Greyfriends are encouraged to
explore the possibility of becoming mentors.

8) 1% for Development Fund.
Grey cells participated in the General
Assembly of the 1% Fund for
development. Greycells provided advice and guidance to a project proposal submitted
to the Fund by Fiji.

9) Forum Suisse de Politique internationale
Considering the common objectives, shared
principles and value added of the FSPI, Greycells
has continue to contribute to publicize PSPI activities, in particular their “DéjeunersDébats”

10) Foundation for Geneva & CAGI

Aiming at enhancing visibility of the SDG’s as well as to raise
funds to be used in the promotion and implementation of the
SDG’s, contacts have continued with the Foundation for
Geneva and the Geneva Welcome Centre (CAGI). A guide to
the intention of the diplomats in Geneva was published.

11) PLATEFORME DES ASSOCIATIONS D'AÎNÉS DE
GENÈVE
Following a decision by the Executive Committee, Greycells
has become member of the Platform which will enhance
contacts, exchange of information and possible collaboration
with local NGO’s and associations. Greycells will attend the Platform General
Assembly by the end of February 2019.
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12) PUBLICATIONS
UN SPECIAL

An article on Greycells and its activities was published on the June 2018 number of UN Special.
UN Special described Greycells as a group of “Passionate? Addicted? “Locos?”, “Enfoirés?”
or all the above? How would you describe a group of retirees who, after an international career,
are still infected by the virus of development and the will to share and give back?

The
intergenerational
dialogue was included in
the December 2018January 2019 number of
UN Special
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LE COURRIER

LA TRIBUNE DE GENÉVE
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CAUSES COMMUNES
Causes Communes dedicated an article to Greycells on its 49th Number of December
2019

ON-GOING AND FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES
A) ILO’S CENTENARY LABOUR CONFERENCE.
As agreed by the Executive Committee, Greycells
submitted a formal request to the Director General of
the ILO to be accredited at the International Labour
Conference to take place in June 2019. A letter was addressed to Mr Guy Ryder, DG
of the ILO including Greycells Statutes, Financial Statements and Activity report and
list of members. ILO’s Governing Body, in its March session will consider Greycells’
request.

B) INTERGENERATIONAL DIALOGUE ON GENDER ISSUES
IN SWITZERLAND AND IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.
GENDER EQUALITY: A UTOPIA?
March 7. Cité Seniors.
This Dialogue is a follow-up event to the Intergenerational Dialogue
of October 10, 2018 to continue and deepen the debate around the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by comparing the visions of seniors and millennials. It will
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be hosted by “Cité Seniors” and all parties that have contributed to the intergenerational
dialogue on the SDGs in October 2018 will also participate in this dialogue.
The panelists will be gender focal points and specialists from: The United Nations
Office in Geneva, the City of Geneva, ILO, Geneva International Model United Nations
(GIMUN), Young-UN, the Parliament of Young people in Geneva and Rotaract Geneva
International. Greycells is still awaiting confirmation from additional parties.
This Dialogue aims to highlight four aspects
gender issues in the context of the
Sustainable Development Goals and their
implications for everyday life in Geneva and
around the world. The dialogue will take
place in French.
All information on the dialogue as well as a
concept note prepared by Greycells can be
found at the following address:
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C) MASTER PROGRAMME IN ADVANCED
STUDIES
ON
EUROPEAN
AND
INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA. 12TH
March 2019.
Greycells will contribute to this Master Program in advanced studies on European and
International Governance organized by the University of Geneva in collaboration with
the United Nations Office in Geneva. The Master is an innovative and interdisciplinary
program bringing together high-level academic teaching and knowledge transfer from
experienced practitioners and constitutes not only a bridge between international
Geneva and the University but also between generations.
Module 8 of the Master Program is
devoted to the private sector
involvement
in
international
governance and aims at giving a closer
look at public-private partnership for
the implementation of the SDGs.
Greycells has been requested to
organize thre sessions. The first one including “life experiences” from former ILO
officials on ILO’s tripartism and public-private partnerships. The second one describing
and commenting the overall structure, agenda and the Century Commemoration of the
International Labour Organisation and the International Labour Office. The third and
last session will address the role of ACTEMP and ACTRAV. Former ILO senior
officials are confirmed panelists.
Information on the Master Program can be found at the following address:
http://www.meig.ch/
D) INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION OF LA FRANCOPHONIE (OIF)
Greycells has been requested to translate into Spanish and
English the forthcoming publication on human rights. The
Spanish translation has been concluded and the English
version will be finalized and edited in the first week of
March 2019
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E) HARMATTAN COLLEGE OF THE 3RD AGE
The “COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL DES SENIORS
HARMATTAN” proposed Greycells to collaborate in the
publication of a book on the third age that will include
elements of pride and self-esteem of retirees. The College
considers that the “Greycells Experience” is worthwhile
describing. The college is considering to follow the “modusoperandi” of the intergenerational dialogue to organize a
consultation and a panel discussion.

F) AFRICA 21
Likewise, Greycells has continue to contribute to
publicize Africa 21 activities related to achieving
SDG’s in Africa, their workshops and after-work
thematic get-together and networking sessions. On the
occasion of the 100 Centenary of ILO, Africa21 has proposed to jointly organize a
panel discussion on the Future of Work in Africa.

G) ROTARY GENEVA INTERNATIONAL
Contacts continued with Rotary Geneva International concerning a detailed briefing
on ILO’s tripartite functioning as well as HQ and regions “modus-operandi”. Also
concerning the master’s course at the UNIGE and The Harmattan College.

H) PROGRAMED MEETINGS
 Swiss Mission
 City of Geneva
 Kofi Annan Foundation
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