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1. GREYCELLS’ PARTNERSHIP WITH THE KOFI ANNAN FOUNDATION ’S 

CHANGEMAKERS PROGRAMME / PARTENARIAT DE GREYCELLS AVEC LE 

PROGRAMME CHANGEMAKERS DE LA FONDATION KOFI ANNAN. 
 
The Kofi Annan Foundation (KAF) Changemakers Programme started in 2021 and in 2023 an MoU was 
signed between the Kofi Annan Foundation and Greycells to continue their collaboration. Greycells 
served as mentors of the twelve Changemakers. Our member Mohan Panicker coordinated once 
more the mentors’ group and ensured smooth and intense communications with the KAF, particularly 
Ms Corinne Momal-Vanian and Linda Peterhans, on the management of the mentorship. 

 

 

Corinne Momal-Vanian, Executive 

Director of the Kofi Annan 

Foundation and Alejandro Bonilla 

García, President of Greycells; 

signed on 9 March 2023, an 

agreement to continue in 2023, the 

intergenerational collaboration on 

the prestigious KAF 

"Changemakers" initiative. 

https://greycells.ch/greycells-

partner-of-the-kofi-annan-

foundationchangemakers-

initiative/ 

 

 

https://greycells.ch/greycells-partner-of-the-kofi-annan-foundationchangemakers-initiative/
https://greycells.ch/greycells-partner-of-the-kofi-annan-foundationchangemakers-initiative/
https://greycells.ch/greycells-partner-of-the-kofi-annan-foundationchangemakers-initiative/
https://greycells.ch/greycells-partner-of-the-kofi-annan-foundationchangemakers-initiative/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=6038557179556678&set=a.998596966886083&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUjKHVWL7P70i0ggbgJJCJXgkHIri1DIK5DMKBUWlbKNQLAeYlH2jgiMhKxXqWMF8etLUQRBmi4DEGTw8zl5OtbonvBfhCx7drUBUWPz4MxbLqRx_c_B72ksQZWPsdCB_cOEKnSLWar-BqbZzuQJSStygxsGNtreROPoomxpAVs_B8Ue0mD6D_TapQJijNhwyXOUYtMwG8VQ9D0O-5kP3kO&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=6038557179556678&set=a.998596966886083&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUjKHVWL7P70i0ggbgJJCJXgkHIri1DIK5DMKBUWlbKNQLAeYlH2jgiMhKxXqWMF8etLUQRBmi4DEGTw8zl5OtbonvBfhCx7drUBUWPz4MxbLqRx_c_B72ksQZWPsdCB_cOEKnSLWar-BqbZzuQJSStygxsGNtreROPoomxpAVs_B8Ue0mD6D_TapQJijNhwyXOUYtMwG8VQ9D0O-5kP3kO&__tn__=EH-R
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Mohan Panicker serves as the focal 

point and overall coordinator for 

Greycells’ mentors, as well as the 

focal point for the Kofi Annan 

Foundation’s Changemakers’ 

initiative. 

2. ELECTIONS IN MEXICO – KOFI ANNAN FOUNDATION 
 
Dr. Dong, member of Greycells 
since 2020, former UN staff 
expert in electoral assistance 
and one of our Greytalk 
speakers, residing in Mexico, 
asked Greycells to introduce 
him to the Kofi Annan 
Foundation for their eventual 
intervention in Mexico to 
support the integrity of the 
electoral process, currently undermined by proposals from the President of Mexico to 
reform the Constitution and the Supreme Court, proposals which are strongly opposed 
by civil society. Alejandro organized a discussion between Dr. Dong and Corinne Momal 
Vanian, Executive Director of the Foundation, to explore ways to defuse tensions and 
strengthen democratic institutions, including by organizing an eventual mission of 
Corinne to Mexico. Manuela shared the experience of the weakening of electoral 
integrity in Venezuela as a background to the discussion and provided information on a 
Venezuelan independent researcher working on this matter since 2004. 
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3. GREYCELLS PARTICIPATION IN THE EDUKI 2022 COMPETITION / 

PARTICIPATION DE GREYCELLS AU CONCOURS EDUKI 2022 
 

https://greycells.ch/greycells-partner-of-the-eduki-foundation/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As usual since many years, Greycells was invited to cooperate with EDUKI in the selection of 
the winners of its competition, that involves primary and secondary schools in Switzerland. In 
2022, the topic was “My Futur, my ideas”. Gesche Karrenbrock was member of the Jury and 
participated actively in lecturing activities.  
 

https://greycells.ch/greycells-partner-of-the-eduki-foundation/
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Les interventions de Madame Gesche Karrenbrock avec Eduki 

 

4. GREYTALKS 
 

 

Over the course of the year, Greycells organized 13 Greytalks on various topics related to 
development, with several focused on supporting activities linked to the United Nations' 
"Summit of the Future." All Greytalks were edited and made available to interested parties 
on Greycells' own website as well as on their YouTube channel. Prior to each Greytalk, 
promotions were carried out on social media, within the Geneva community, and among 
Greycells members and their partners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27/6/2023  

 

BZGS - Berufs- und Weiterbildungszentrum EAr Gesundheits- und 

Sozialberufe St. Gallen 

21/09/2023 Gymnasium Lerbermatt 

19/10/2023 Wirtschaftsgymnasium Basel 

15/5/2024 Etablissement : Kantonsschule 

5,15/2024 Kreuzlingen Kreisschule Thierstein West 

24/6/2024 P.Tablissernent. Bezirksschule Wohlen AG 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBQa8V9zeIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdKAzjPk9iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtWjVbCLCaE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsgOoXMr2L0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6XRjLK3mLQ
https://greycells.ch/31566-2/
https://greycells.ch/science-and-diplomacy-how-to-ensure-that-scientific-and-technological-innovation-contribute-to-peace-and-development/
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5. UNTODAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2023, the collaboration with UNtoday continued. Two articles were published in the "UN 
Memories" section by Esther Guluma and by Ute Kollies and Dimitra Zapri. In the "Global Affairs" 
section, an article related to the intergenerational dialogue scheduled for 2024 by Manuela 
Tortora was published, along with an interview about the importance of conducting 
intergenerational dialogues by Alejandro Bonilla García.  All articles were also published on the 
Greycells website, including a piece by our Honorary President Michael Moller titled "Why I 
founded the International Gender Champions." 
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6. GENDER CHAMPIONS 
 

 Alejandro Bonilla García continued to participate in events organized by the International Gender 

Champions and made commitments related to the intergenerational dialogue of 2024 and the UN 

Summit of the Future. 
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7. PLATEFORME DU RESEAU SENIORS DE GENÈVE 
 

Esther Guluma and Alejandro Bonilla García participated in various events hosted by the Platform, 

promoting the 2023 intergenerational dialogue and networking to secure panelists. 
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8.  INTERNSHIPS AND CAREERS IN THE UN SYSTEM: REFORMAF 
 

Greycells organized a session for a group of 15 African students visiting Geneva on July 
5th: Virginia participated via Zoom, and other Greycells members shared their experiences. 
Manuela Tortora, Enrique Sierra and Alejandro Bonilla Garcia participated in person. The 
session was lively and interesting, and Greycells and Reformaf agreed to repeat the exercise 
once a year in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

9. PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY AIX MARSEILLE 

A group of Master students in international law visited Geneva lead by professor Gilles 

Charbonnier. On April 3, Gesche took them to visit UNHCR, including a meeting on UNHCR current 

operations and functioning with some senior staff members. On April 4 in the morning, they 

visited the UNOG Library and archives, and attended a conference on the 100-year anniversary of 

the Nansen passport. During lunch with Greycells members they discussed inter alia careers at the 

UN and did a guided tour of the Palais des Nations in the afternoon. The same year 2023 a second 

group was received by Greycells.  
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10. Partnership with FOGGS:  
 

FOGGS (the Forum on global governance and sustainability, Brussels-based) has introduced 
Greycells to C4UN, and as a result Manuela and Alejandro moderated two virtual events 
organized in Geneva as a civil society contribution to the Summit of the Future (the recordings 
are available on our website). Georgios Kostakos, the President of FOGGS, participated in a 
meeting of the Global Futures Forum organized by C4UN in New York on March 20 and 21, 
and reported on its outcomes, including discussions held with several permanent 
representations involved in the preparation of the Summit of the Future. It was agreed that 
similar meetings should be organized by Greycells and FOGGS with permanent 
representations based in Geneva. 
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11. City of Geneva. Launch of the call for 

projects "Making society together".  

At the invitation of Ms. Kitsos, Administrative 
Councillor in charge of the department of social 
cohesion and solidarity of the City of Geneva, 
participated in a brainstorming meeting on 10 May at 
the Palais Eynard linked to a City of Geneva event 
that took place in July 2023  

 

 

 

12. MAISON INTERNATIONALE DES ASSOCIATIONS – CAGI 
At the invitation of CAGI and the Home of International Associations, Greycells participated in a 

« Show & Tell Session » on the possible avenues of collaboration with Greycells. Around 30 NGO’s 

participated and several partnerships were developed.  
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13. NAFAS  

A general agreement of collaboration was 

signed between NAFAS – The Negotiating 

Hub ( https://nafas.tn/ ) and Greycells, 

based on reciprocity. The two associations 

will share links to their respective 

websites, Greycells will become a member of 

the NAFAS Board and will advise on 

activities related to capacity development 

for youth participants at COP 28. 

14. ORANGE THE WORLD.   
 

At the invitation of the Director General of UNOG, Mrs Valovaya, Greycells participate at the 

manifestation on “No to violence against women” at the Palis des nations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://nafas.tn/
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15. UNECE side events:  
 

Greycells participated in and co-moderated two side events organized by C4UN as a 
regional input to the Global Futures Forum, which brings together the contributions of 
civil society to the preparation of the Summit of the Future. Recording of both events is 
available at the home page of our website: https://www.greycells.ch/ 

 

https://www.greycells.ch/
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16. WHO DECADE ON HEALTHY AGEING 
 

Alejandro Bonilla Garcia was invited to share the session organized by WHO to launch the report on 

advance on the Decade of Healthy Ageing.  

17. IO-TALENT 
Greycells renewed his collaboration with IO-Talent and received a group of students from China. 

David Dros, Esther Guluma and Viurginia Humud-Guerreo participated online and Manuela Tortora 

and Alejandro Bonilla Garcia in person. Diplomas of participation were distributed. were  
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18. GREYCELLS AT THE PROMOTION SENIORS 2022  

 

https://www.geneve.ch/fr/actualites/promotions-seniors-fetent-nouvelles-retraite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19. GREYCELLS AT THE COMMEMORATION OF THE ANNIVERSARY 

OF CoNGO 
The Conference of NGO in Consultative Status with the United Nations (CoNGO), invited Alejandro 

Bonilla Garcia to participate in the commemoration of their anniversary addressing the issue of the 

rights of older people.  

 

 

Like every year, a great Senior Promotion evening where Greycells was present. 

Congratulations to the City of Geneva ! /  

https://www.geneve.ch/fr/actualites/promotions-seniors-fetent-nouvelles-retraite
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20. YVES BEIGBEDER 
 

On the occasion of the passing of our beloved Yves Bigbeder, a collection of his works and details 

about his fascinating life have been assembled on our website. In tribute, we have also shared our 

homage on social media, and condolences from all members have been sent to his family.  

 

21. WSIS+29 
Alejandro Bonilla Garcia was invited by CSED to participate on the session on multi-generational 

cooperation with generative AI ; he was requested to address specifically the issue of 

intergenerational issues on social security schemes.  
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22. PLAQUE COMMEMORATIVE D'ERIC DRUMMOND 
 

The efforts to contact and request permission from the authorities in the City of Geneva to install a 

commemorative plaque on the house where Eric Drumond lived were continued. After numerous 

exchanges, in June 2014, the City of Geneva informed us that they did not have jurisdiction over the 

matter and that authorization should be sought from the homeowners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23. COLLABORATION WITH THE 

NGO COMMITTE ON AGEING / 

COLLABORATION AVEC LE COMITÉ 

DES ONG SUR LE VIEILLISSEMENT.  
  

Greycells was present at meetings convened by the Committee and contributed to and 
supported joint statements at the various UN fora in Geneva and New York. 

 

24. COLLABORATION WITH THE 

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC 

COMMISSION FOR EUROPE / 

COLLABORATION AVEC LA COMMISSION ÉCONOMIQUE POUR 

L'EUROPE DES NATIONS UNIES  
 

http://ageingcommitteegeneva.org/
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Greycells participated at the UNECE Joint Forum and the Ministerial Conference on Ageing 
that took place in Rome on June 15th, 16th and 17th. All expenses were covered by the 
Italian Government through its Department for Family Policies of the Presidency of Council 
of Ministers. 
 

25. COLLABORATION AVEC L’ASSOCIATION HORIZONS FRANCO 
SUISSES 
 

 
 

26. COLLABORATION WITH THE SWISS DIPLOMACY STUDENT 

ASSOCIATION 
 Alejandro Bonilal Garcia participated in a "Speed-Dating" session with university students aspiring to 

pursue international careers.  
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27. INTERGENERATIONAL DIALOGUE DECEMBER 2023. OLDER PEOPLE 

RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS. 

This intergenerational dialogue offered a dynamic exchange platform that highlighted the 
policies of the City of Geneva regarding the elderly, while juxtaposing them with the international 
standards and principles that have been recently discussed or adopted. As Geneva stands out for 
its advancement in the field, the rapidly evolving demographic reality calls for constant and 
forward-looking reflection. The session allowed participants to explore how Geneva compares to 
international initiatives, notably the project of an International Convention on the Rights of Older 
Persons initiated in 2013.  

Within this demographic dynamic, the role of the elderly in our societies is growing in importance. 
They are not only valuable actors in our families, offering wisdom and experience, but also active 
and committed members of our communities. However, are their perspectives well understood 
by other generations? How do the young perceive the elderly, and how do the latter see 
themselves in this constantly evolving society? In this dialogue, we will seek to weave these 
intergenerational threads, to understand and to value the contributions and experiences of 
everyone. In this quest for mutual understanding, we aspire to build a society that recognizes and 
cherishes the richness brought by each generation. 

https://greycells.ch/dialogue-intergenerationnel-2023/ 

 

 

 

 

https://greycells.ch/dialogue-intergenerationnel-2023/
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PARTICIPANTES SPECIALES / SPECIAL PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

 

 
MODERATEUR 

Jérémy Seydoux, Journaliste, 
Rédacteur en chef @lemanbleu 

COORDINATRICE GENERALE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Esther Guluma. Membre du Comité Exécutif 
de Greycells, ancienne de l’UNICEF / Member 
of Greycells’ Executive Committee, 
Ex-UNICEF. 
 

  

https://www.instagram.com/lemanbleu/?hl=en
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28. THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL GENEVA IN THE UN 2.0 
 

Multilateralism, and more specifically the role of the UN, is under threat. The crisis is not confined 
to the security and political dimensions. Far beyond the paralysis of the Security Council, it also 
concerns all other domains of international values, rules, goals and cooperation, from health to 
human rights, trade to environment, internet governance to social policies. 

New York diplomacy is deeply affected and makes the headlines very often, heavily focused on 
the paralysis of the Security Council and the political debates at the General Assembly. The 
“International Geneva” is also affected but it is less visible in the news, often forgotten or 
underestimated. Inevitably, a process of adjustment and adaptation of multilateralism to new 
political, military, economic, social, and environmental forces will start – is already starting, 
insofar as we are already in a sort of new Cold War. The risk of resorting to improvised solutions, 
fragmented reactions and short-sighted decisions is high: future agreements and new 
mechanisms should be grounded on analysis and in-depth debates and cannot ignore the role of 
civil society that is paramount for legitimacy and sustainability.   

The ecosystem of International Geneva: what it is and why it matters? 

The agenda of multilateral issues addressed by the International Geneva is very broad, complex 
and essential for any « UN 2.0 » that humankind can envisage if it survives. It should not be seen 
as a « collateral » piece attached to the political agenda but rather as located at the core of the 
multilateral system.The ecosystem of the International Geneva encompasses 40 international 
organisations (including five UN specialised agencies and several UN entities), 180 Permanent 
Missions, 400 NGOs. Almost all the “non-military threats” and the “roots of current multifaceted 
crises” are addressed in Geneva. This ecosystem is highly «technical», complicated and diverse, 
covering more than the 17 SDGs. It matters, in particular, because of three main features: (i) 
its normative and regulatory work in many economic, social, environmental and human rights 
areas; (ii) its impact at the country level by transforming the research and rules into concrete 
world-wide technical assistance; (iii) it is a puzzle: it is the main multilateral crossroads of 
intersectoral, multidisciplinary issues characterising today’s increasingly complex globalisation 
and crises. (Please refer to the Reference Note on the role of International Geneva, that sets the 
background of this Dialogue). 

Main features of this Intergenerational Dialogue: 
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The overarching goal is to highlight the specificities of the multilateral work done by the 
International Geneva in the context of the preparations of the UN Summit of the Future and 
beyond. This Dialogue is genuinely intergenerational, involving young and less young experts and 
non-experts in multilateral affairs, and it provides a civil society perspective through non-
governmental entities based in Geneva, New York and other capitals around the world. 

The main target audiences are diplomats, decision-makers, academics, journalists, students, civil 
society and the general public, particularly in New York and in Geneva. The Dialogue is not an 
academic exercise: it is meant to complement rather than competing with other initiatives related 
to the Summit. 

The debate that will take place at the Dialogue will be inspired by an anonymous online 
survey among the targeted audiences encompassing the networks of all Greycells’ partners. This 
survey will be launched in early February 2024. 
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29. 2024 UNITED NATIONS CIVIL SOCIETY CONFERENCE. NAIROBI. 
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  https://www.facebook.com/Greycells.ch/ 
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               https://www.twitter.com/Greycells2 
 

  

https://www.greycells.ch/
https://www.facebook.com/Greycells.ch/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/greycells-geneva-67300b5/
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